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The international logistics
conference in Qingdao

THE INTERNATIONAL LOGISTICS CONFERENCE
which took place in Qingdao (China) on 23
September of this year. The conference was
aimed to discuss the perspectives of the
development of a new Continental and the Sea
Silk Road.
The main declared objective of the conference
was to promote cooperation and find the ways on
how to further increase mutual understanding
and enhance information exchange between
business and scientific partners along the global
transportation road (Asia-Europe) in order to
realise the „win-win" principle when all the
parties are winners and interests of all partners
are taken into account.

The Conference was attended by more than 150
representatives of business, science and national
authorities from China, Malaysia, Singapore, Pakistan,
Japan and other Asian countries; Europe was
represented by the representatives from Sweden and
Lithuania (EWTCA partners). It is interesting to note that
initially this event was planned as a joint conference of
the China International Freight Forwarders Association
(CIFA) and the East-West Transport Corridor Association
(EWTCA). Yet, since other international and national
transport and logistics alliances have also joined the
above conferences, the importance of the Conference
has increased and this provided for the adoption of
more global and significant solutions and documents.
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The Logistics Committee
in the Silk Road Alliance

The goal of the new Committee is to prepare
recommendations on the development of the
logistics resources along the Silk Road linking Asia
with Europe. In order to achieve this goal it is
envisaged, within the framework of the Logistics
Committee, to bring together the outstanding
transport and logistics experts which could carry out
project feasibility studies and other research
relevant for stakeholders.

One of the cornerstones of the Conference
outcomes was the initiation and formation of
the Logistics Committee in the Silk Road
Alliance. Twelve participants of the Conference,
mainly represented by major Asian transport
and logistics companies and their alliances
(CIFA, COSCO Freight, WCA, CRRC, Qingdao
SeaPort etc.), signed the document establishing
a Logistics Committee. Algirdas Šakalys
together with Peter Samuelsson (as
representative of EWTCA) signed the above
document and have become the founders of
the above Committee. We also received a
proposal to become members of the
Committee Council.

Another document which was signed by Mr. Liu
Xuede, CIFA secretary General, and Mr.Algirdas
Šakalys, President of the EWTCA, was the
Declaration on further cooperation; it was based on
the
main
Conference
conclusions
and
recommendations. It was agreed that both
associations (CIFA and EWTCA) will continue
cooperation in improving the interface between the
logistics centres along the Silk Road (as transport link
between Asia and Europe); initiate research and
feasibility studies contribution to implementation of
major projects; establish a joint institution aimed to
solve the emerging cooperation problems between
the partners of both associations; organise joint
conferences, best practice exchange and pursue
other relevant activities in enhancing cooperation
between the partners of Europe and China.

The Members of Logistics Committee in the Silk Road Alliance (23-09-2015, Qingdao (China))
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